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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

1. Regarding claim 19, applicant is evoking 35 U.S. C. 112, sixth paragraph by 
using the words "means for securing". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 6, 7 11 - 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roshaven (U.S. Patent Number 3862709) in view of Seals et al., 
(U.S. Patent Number 6209769). Roshaven discloses the strap (23) is configured to be 
placed over a person and to extend from a first side of the person, along the front of the 
person, over the shoulder on a second side of the person, and return along the back of 
the person to the first side (See Figure 1); wherein, the strap (23) also includes an 
opener (24) that enables the strap (23) to be opened and thereafter be placed around 
the person's midsection (column 3, line 37 -39). See Figure 1. However, Roshaven 
does not disclose a carrier supported by the strap, the carrier sized to hold a personal 
item. Seals et al., teaches the carrier (10) supported by the strap (See Figure 2), 
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wherein, the carrier (10) is sized to hold a personal item. See Figure 1. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the carrier strap as taught by Seals et al., in order to allow users to transport 
important everyday personal items while wearing garments without pockets and remain 
hands free. 

Regarding claim 3, as stated above in claim 1 , Roshaven discloses the opener 
(24) is located between the end portions of the strap (23). See Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 6, as stated above in claim 1, Roshaven discloses the opener 
(24) is an apparatus that is included in the selected group consisting of: a buckle, a 
snap-fitting apparatus, a button, a magnetic device, a clip, a frictionally securing device 
and any combination thereof (column 3, line 37 - 39). See Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, as stated above in claim 1, Seals et al., discloses the carrier 
(10) slideably held by the strap. See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 1 1, as stated above in claim 1, Seals et al., discloses the carrier 
(10) sized and structured to hold the plurality of personal items. See Figuresl, 1a, & 1b. 
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Regarding claim 12, as stated above in claim 1 , Seals et al., discloses the carrier 
(10) includes a portion that opens and closes (20) to enable insertion and removal of the 
personal item (column 4, line 7 -10). See Figures 1 & 1a. 

Regarding claim 13, as stated above in claim 1, Seals et al., discloses the 
personal item as cellular telephone, wallets, and passports as selected from the group 
and any combination (column 4, line 3) and (column 4, line 21 -24). 

4. Claims 2, 4, 5, 15 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roshaven (U.S. Patent Number 3862709) in view of Seals et al., 
(U.S. Patent Number 6209769) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hillis 
(U.S. Patent Number 6315179). Roshaven and Seals et al., disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. However, Roshaven and Seals et al., do not disclose the 
assembly connected to end portions of the strap, wherein, the assembly includes an 
attachment mechanism that connects the assembly to an item of apparel located 
substantially at the person's mid-section. Hillis teaches the assembly connected to end 
portions of the strap (101) (See Figure 1), wherein, the assembly includes an 
attachment mechanism (1 10) connects the assembly to an item of apparel (205) 
(column 3, line 18) (See Figures 2 & 3). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make an assembly as 
taught by Hillis in order to adequately enhance the security reliability between the carrier 
to the strap. 
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Regarding claim 4, as stated above in claim 2, Hillis discloses the attachment 
mechanism (110) is selected from the group consisting of: the spring clip, the lock, the 
hook and any combination thereof. See Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, as stated above in claim 2, Hillis discloses the attachment is 
removable from the assembly by releasing the adjustable strap (109) from the assembly 
loop (108). See Figure 1. 

Regarding claim 15, as stated above in claim 1, Hillis discloses the strap (101) is 
adjustable to fit over the person's shoulder and around the person's mid-section. 

Regarding claim 16, as stated above in claim 1, Hillis discloses the strap (101) is 
adjustable via a loop made by the strap (101) (column 3, line 2-4). 

Regarding claim 17, as stated above in claim 1, Hillis discloses the strap (101) is 
adjustable via a member (102) fixed to the strap (101) at a first strap position and 
slidingly engaged to the strap (101) at a second strap position (column 3, line 2 - 4). 

5. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roshaven 
(U.S. Patent Number 3862709) in view of Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6209769) 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Talavera (U.S. Patent Number 
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5263618). Roshaven and Seals et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However Roshaven and Seals et al., do not disclose the carrier defining at least one 
aperture that receives the strap. Talavera discloses the carrier (72) defines at least one 
aperture (82) that receives that strap (column 3, line 31 - 35). See Figure 5. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the carrier as taught by Talavera in order to adequately enhance the 
security reliability between the carrier to the strap. 

6. Claims 9 & 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roshaven (U.S. Patent Number 3862709) in view of Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6209769) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Racca. (U.S. Patent 
Number 6182878). Roshaven and Seals et al., disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. However Roshaven and Seals et al., do not disclose the carrier including a 
plurality of folding members that hold the carrier frictionally against the strap. Racca 
teaches the carrier (10) includes a plurality of folding members (40) that hold the carrier 
(10) frictionally against the strap (46). See Figures 2 & 4. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the 
carrier as taught by Racca in order to adequately enhance the security reliability 
between the carrier to the strap. 
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Regarding claim 10, as stated above in claim 9, Racca discloses the folding 
members (40) including an attachment device (42 & 44) that attaches the members to 
one another. 

7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roshaven (U.S. Patent Number 3862709) in view of Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6209769) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Grant (U.S. Patent Number 
4750652). Roshaven and Seals et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Roshaven and Seals et al., do not disclose at least one of the strap and the 
carrier is made from a material selected from the group consisting of: leather, suede, 
cowhide, fur, fabric, a polymer, polymer weave, nylon, a meshed material, a woven 
material and any combination thereof. Grant teaches at least one of the strap (20, 30, 
40, & 50) and the carrier (60) is made from the leather material selected from the group 
and any combination thereof (column 2, line 13-15) and (column 2, line 18 - 20). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to make the straps and the carrier from leather as taught by Grant in order to 
increase durability and enhance user's comfort. 

8. Claims 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hillis (U.S. Patent Number 6315179) in view of Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6209769). Hillis discloses the strap (101) sized to extend from the first side of a person, 
along the front of a person, over the shoulder on the second side of the person, and 
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return along the back of the person to the first side, wherein the strap (101) is adjustable 
and operable to fit over the person's shoulder and around the person's mid-section. 
See Figures 3 & 1. However, Hillis does not disclose a caddy moveably supported by 
the strap, wherein, the caddy sized to hold a personal item. Seals et al., teaches the 
caddy (10) moveably supported by the strap (See Figure 2), wherein, the caddy (10) is 
sized to hold a personal item. See Figures 1, 1a, & 1b. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow users to 
transport important everyday personal items while wearing garments without pockets 
and remain hands free. 

Regarding claim 19, as stated above in claim 18, Hillis discloses securing end 
portions of the strap (101) to an item of apparel worn at the person's mid-section. See 
Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 20, as stated above in claim 19, Hillis discloses the securing 
attachments includes the first portion attached to the ends of the straps and the second 
portion (110) that is attached to the item of apparel. See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 21, as stated above in claim 18, Hillis discloses the strap (101) 
is adjustable via a loop made by the strap (101) (column 3, line 2 - 4). 
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Regarding claim 22, as stated above in claim 18, Hillis discloses the strap (101) 
is adjustable via a member fixed (102) to the strap (101) at the first strap position and 
slidingly engaged to the strap (101) at the second strap position (column 3, line 2 - 4). 

9. Claims 23 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hillis (U.S. Patent Number 6315179) in view of Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6209769. Hillis discloses the strap (101) sized to extend from the first side of a person, 
along the front of the person, over the shoulder on the second side of the person, and 
return along the back of the person to the first side (See Figure 3); however Hillis does 
not disclose a caddy including a folding member that opens and closes around the strap 
to moveably secure the caddy to the strap, the member when unfolded exposing a first 
side having a plurality of compartments sized to hold personal items, the caddy 
including at least one other compartment located on a second side of the member. 

Seals et al., teaches the caddy (10) including the folding member (30) that opens 
and closes around the strap to moveably secure the caddy (10) to the strap (column 4, 
line 40 - 44) (See Figures 1 , 1a, 1b, & 2), wherein, the members (30) when unfolded 
exposes the first side (See Figure 1b) having a plurality of compartments sized to hold 
personal items, wherein the caddy (10) includes at least one other compartment located 
on the second side of the member (30) (See Figure 1a). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made the caddy as 
taught by Seals et al., in order to allow users to transport important everyday personal 
items while wearing garments without pockets and remain hands free. 



Application/Control Number: 10/715,772 



Art Unit: 3727 



Page 10 



Regarding claim 24, as stated above in claim 23, Seals et aL, discloses at least 
one of the compartments located on the first side of the member are slots sized to hold 
items selected from the group consisting of: credit / debit cards, retail card, cash, 
insurance cards and driver's license (column 4, line 20 - 24). See Figure 1b. 

Regarding claim 25, as stated above in claim 23, Seals et aL, discloses the 
personal item such as wallets and passports (column 4, line 20 - 24), which was 
selected from the group consisting of: a cell phone, a pager, a wallet, a passport, an 
airline ticket, a compact disk player, a compact disk, make-up, medicine, a credit / debit 
card, a driver's license, an airline card, an insurance card, a retail card, cash, a cigarette 
package, an address book, a digital music player, an internet access device, a camera, 
a small television, an email access device, an electronic apparatus and any combination 
thereof. See Figure 1 & 1a. 

Regarding claim 26, as stated above in claim 23, Seals et al., discloses the 
personal item holding compartment (12) located on the outside side of the foldable 
member (30). See Figure 1a. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
have a plurality of personal item holding compartments located on the outside side of 
the folding members, since applicant has not disclosed that additional personal item 
holding compartments located on the outside side of the folding members solves any 
stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention would 
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perform equally well with at least one personal item holding compartment located on the 
outside side of the folding members. 

Regarding claim 27, as stated above in claim 23, Seals et al., discloses the 
second side compartment is sized to hold a cellular phone (column 4, line 2 - 3). See 
Figure 1 & 1a. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 28 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Seals et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6209769). Seals et al., discloses the foldable 
members (30) operable to fold around and coupled to the strap (column 4, line 39-44) 
(See Figures 1 & 2); wherein, the inside of the members (30) include multiple card 
holding slots (See Figure 1b); and the outside of the member (30) includes the 
compartment sized to securely hold the cellular phone (column 4, line 2 - 3). See 
Figure 1. 
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Regarding claim 29, as stated above in claim 28, Seals et al., discloses at least 
one of the compartments of the foldable members (30) includes the attachment device 
(22 & 32) selected from the group consisting of: a button, a magnetic device, a 
frictionally securing device and any combination thereof. See Figures 1a & 1b. 

Regarding claim 30, as stated above in claim 28, Seals et al., discloses the 
personal item holding compartment (12) located on the outside side of the foldable 
member (30). See Figure 1a. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
have a plurality of personal item holding compartments located on the outside side of 
the folding members, since applicant has not disclosed that additional personal item 
holding compartments located on the outside side of the folding members solves any 
stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention would 
perform equally well with at least one personal item holding compartment located on the 
outside side of the folding members. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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